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History and Background
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4th of July, 1937

Stephen Stiles, 1933
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Research: Do ScuI ture Provenance
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The Sentinel, (sculpture).

Artsl:

Title:

Dales:

Digilal Reference:

Medium:
Dimensions:
Inscription:
Descriplion:

%,.

Hoppin, Thomas Frederck, sculplor. A P R .
Gorham Manufacturing Company, founder. O ‘ Y‘

H
The Senlinel, (sculpture). A3 t’.»)r ?. .5

1851. Relocated 1896. VRO o) 128
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Sculplure: bronze, Base: concrete.
Sculplure: approx. 48 in. x 28 in. x4 fl. 6 in.; Base: approx. 14in. x 37 in.x 5. 4 in.
(On bronze base:) T.F. Hoppin (On collar:) T.F.H. signed

Standing Mastiff with thick studded collar anc a chain draped over his back.




Dog Sculpture Casting Call: 1he Pillot Dogs, Houston, TX

Houston Parks and Recreation Department
Pillot Dogs '\»._k

HERITAGE S‘CIETY AT B
SAM HOUSTON PARK

. '

/.‘

Title: Pillot Dogs

Artist: Del Rey Bronze Inc.
Date: 1870's

Type: Sculpture

Medium: Cast Iron
Location: Sam Houston Park

This pair of dog sculptures Is widely regarded as Houston treasures. They stand guard over the
steps leading to the Pillot House in Sam Houston Park.

Eugene Pillot ordered them from the Janes, Kirtland, and Company catalog in the 1870’s. Made
of cast iron, they were made in Morrisania, New York, from a design by an artist listed as
Richardson. Mr. Pillot had them installed at the entrance to his house, which became a local
Ilandmark, partly due to the house’s architectural charm and partly because of the dog
isculptures.

Later, they were donated to the River Oaks Garden Club, then given by the club to the Heritage
éSociety to be reunited with the Pillot House when it was moved to Sam Houston Park.
%Unfortunately, the sculptures were cracked and chipped and it was determined that they
required restoration. The originals now reside In the Heritage Society Museum. Replicas were
%cast by Del Rey Bronze of Houston, and they stand guard over the Pillot House.

Art In Parks is Funded by a grant from the City of Houston through Houston Arts Alliance

houston
. PARKS
» houstonartsalliance A Proesrveea,




The Sculpture - Size
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A ROX. FLAT AREA
OF DOG BACK

NOTE: Dimensions in bray
ang previous assumptions

based on record information
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TIP OF BASE LENGTH OF
| et I PILLOT DOG

SIDE VIEW - NOT T0 SCALE

DIMENSIONS
OF

B | PILLOT DOG

PERSPEGTIVE - NOT T0 SCALE




The Sculptor and Foundry
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Artist Lori Betz, Houston, TX
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History of Robbins Farm

ROBBINS MANSION AT CREST OF HILI

e %%, %Y
S ec 0w o0 | KOBBINS FARM /850 - 194
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Helen, the cou, g.‘.r.‘ulru.‘ the Lawn in front of the mansion,

The Robbins Family acquired this land in 1734, British soldiers tried
to sct their farmhouse on fire on April 19, 1775, Nathan Robbins, Jr.,
built the mansion pictured above in 1880. His grandson, Nachan,
farmed here from 1910 to 1940, Ir was said he grew the sweetest

corn around. Farmer Robbins, who looked the other way when
children picked apples, wanted the farm to become a playground.
With his backing and the advocacy of the Heighes Tower Association,
the town acquired the land for a park in 1941, The mansion was torn

down in 1947.

-y Robbins Farm Park: A Local History is available at Robbins Library.
Nathuan Roblins with Inis ’ .

waorkhorse Tornomy in the 19305

LY
M« !
g "“i.'ul.\,,

e % - Skating by the barn circa 1960, The bion (then the Rec Center) uias
. Aichon tovn down in 1962 .l)n/u'p/.h edd by terenis courts — removed in 2003,

(tl“ ol

Wastvated map dritsen by Geoffrey Stiles from old i ps and
Ihe Friends of Robbins Farm Park, 2006

e wriptions by bis father \.'.','Juu Stiles, 1990




STONE wALL
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Robbins Farm Park

Arlington, Massachusetts
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Robbins Legacy

What Might Have Been . . . Our Good Fortune . . .

Photo lllustrations by Tony Vogel
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Robbins House
Interpretive Area
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Robbins Farm Park Master Plan - (ro R Johnso Associates « 2002
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Robbins Farm
History Project

Robbins History Project

Robbing Farm Park

]

N\

Old Farmer Robbins’ iron dog was here.
To town children he was beloved and dear.
The dog stood guard outside his mansion white.
Returned, he guards the stones that mark its site.

Design Drawings
Sept 2014

|l [

nr'mi_l ITCLON OTIIT Y T

Robbins Mansion & Dog, 1936



Desien Drawines - Seer 2014

1| PERSPECTIVE
VIEW FROM
SOUTHEAST

Robbins History Project

Robbing Farm Park

NOT T0 SCALE e



NITE PAVERS
s at Perimeter Of
s Mansion Foundation,

NITE BLOCK

s at Perimeter Of
s Mansion Foundation,
aque Marker,

ATUE
culpture Restoring
ical Dog Statue

Jesin Dnawines - Seer 2014

Robbins History Project

Robbing Farm Park

NOT 0 3CALE e



RECLAIMED GRANITE PAVERS

Marking Corners at Perimeter Of
Former Robbins Mansion Foundation

18" x 18" x 8" Thick,

Able To Be Driven Over By

Heavy Vehicles & Maintenance Equipment,
Typical

STRAIGHT CUT BUTT JOINTS
Between Blocks, Tupical

CUT GRANITE PAVERS
Between Pairs of Granite Blocks,
18" x 18" x 5" Thick

RECLAIMED GRANITE BLOCKS
48" y 18" x 18" Typical

Robbins History Project

Robbins Farm Park

CUSTOM BRONZE PLAQUE MARKER
On Side of Block
(Boston Side Only)

} Goncealed &
\andalproof Mounting

B 31U
dee Drawing (9)

NOT T0 SCALE



BRONZE D0G STATUE

WITH BRONZE BASE

(By Betz Art Foundry, Houston, TX)
\andalproof Mounting on

on Goncrete Base Structure as Required

]

38" STATUE BASE (VERIFY)
al

e
=

1" 6 172" STATUE BASE (VERIFY)

4 |

Robbing History Project

Robbins Farm Park
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I
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CONCRETE BASE STRUCTURE

Below dtatue Base

With Chamfered Top Edge

Exposed Above Ground Portion
stained with Black Concrete Sealer

&

Desien Drawines - Seer 2014

STATUE AREA

PLAN
NOT T0 SCALE




Plaque on

Block Where
Uccurs,

18" boncealed

s , ’ Vandalproof  Robbins History Project
branite Block Mounting Robbing Farm Park

Reclaimed Granite Block

[ 18" x 18" x 48" ) -

13ss S

Adjust Existing Grade as Required =
to Meet Base of Block =

sand Setting Base

Lompacted Aggregate Base ——57
Remove Existing Rubble Stone ——=—22
a5 Required %

/
o | §}=‘ i TANE VA R
OV waw e

Base Depths
35 Required

-"%w‘ Destcw Drannnes - Seer 2014

iy
A A AN SECTION

Mansion Foundation

NOT TO SCALE s



Reclaimed Granite Paver
(18" x 18" x 8" )

brass

I

Adjust Existing Grade as Req'c

I

Paver Edge Restraint as Req'c
sand Setting Base
Compacted Aggregate Base

Remove Existing Rubble Stone
a5 Required

bxisting Compacted ooil at
Location of Former
Mansion Foundation
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AR |
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Robbing History Project

Robbing Farm Park

Base [
35 Rec

DETAIL

SECTION
NOT 10 SCALE

epths
UIrec

sien Dnawines - Seer 2014

avitudio



BRONZE D0G STATUE WITH BRONZE BAGE ~

(By Betz Art Foundry, Houston, TX) | \
Concealed Vandalproof Mounting on T~ | |
on Goncrete Base otructure as Required ( > /
<N S
\\ A ~ N — e - - =7 Ve 4
1" CHAMFERED FDGE A f
At Top of All 4 Sides of Concrete Base EAax\\ , Robbins History Project
R T "\ ( Robbins rarm Park
dides | \ \

|

On Top 6" Min Portions
of Concrete Strucure

CONCRETE STATUE SUPPORT BASE
structure as Required

Desien Drawivs - Seer 2014

7| STATUE AREA

DETAIL
COORDINATE STATUE MOUNTING DETAIL
APPROXIMATE EXISTING GRADE  Connection to Concrete Structure Below (e.g. Stainless Steel SECTION

Modify Existing brade as Required  Threaded Rods Set in Epoxy in On-Site Drilled Holes As Shown) NOT T0 SCALF s
For Level Area On All Sides of Statue  Coordinate Clearance with Concrete Reinforcement As Required




Robbins Form Puark andjPla -

Desien Drawines - Seer 2014

8| MATERIALS

Robbins History Project

Robbing Farm Park

NOT 10 SCALE



BAS RELIEF ILLUSTRATION
From Vector Artwork)

GUSTOM BRASS PLAQUE
Jark Field with “Leather” Texture \

Dolished Bright Raised Art & Text
soncealed & Vandalproof Mounting

1" X I3 12"

RAISED BORDER EDGE FRAME
34" Wide & Min 3/4" Deep

) HAIRLINE BORDER

RAISE
(Can

RAISE
(Can

)@ Provie
) [ETTER

@ Provie

.

:
N

as part of \ector Graphic)

N

Robbins Farm Park

History Project

These granite benches and stones mark the corners of Farmer
Nathan Robbins’s mansion which stood on this site from 1884 - 1942,
The dog sculpture is a replica of the original which “stood guard outside,”

b, TYP

.

e

as part of \ector Graphic)

NOTE: Plaque Manufacturer to Advise on
Most tconomical Design Options

Robbins History Project

Robbing Farm Park

a feature of the grounds much beloved by local children.

i 16 1/2" FIELD AREA I

18" OVERALL INGLUDING EDGE FRAME

NOT 10 SCALE

f

[0 FIELD AREA
13 1/2" OVERALL INCLUDING EDGE FRAME

avitudio
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Contractors

. Source for Dog Statue Mold: Houston Historical Society, Hodgton X 1,,
. Sculptor: Lori Betz, Betz Art Foundry, Houston TX

. Statue Installation: Robert Shure, Skyline Studios, Woburn MA

. Site Preparation and Bench Installation: 0/de New England Granite, Wakefield, MA

+ - SIgN: Vendor to be determined



Budget

- Statue: (removal and replacement of Pillot Dog, creatlon of mold castmg
of statue; shipping and insurance: 59,500 Nz

. Statue Installation: $2,800

. Site Preparation and Bench Installation: $14,700
. Signage: $1,000

. Total Budget: $29,000

Timin

- Project to be completed by Spring 2015
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